
 1

 

     NNYY  FFiirree  CCoonnssuullttaannttss,,  IInncc..  
FFiirree  SSaaffeettyy  MMeessssaaggee  

www.NYFireSafe.com   info@nyfiresafe.com    October 2006 

 

Fire Safe Cigarettes 
 
On Monday, June 28, 2004, New York became the first state to adopt an 
important fire safety law requiring the sale of fire-safe cigarettes. Congress has 
been active on this issue as well, with recent legislation sponsored by Senator 
Richard J. Durbin (D-IL) introduced in the Senate. The American Burn Association 
has strongly supported the adoption of such legislation for many years and fully 
endorses recent efforts and initiatives on this important issue. 
 
ABA Fact Sheet on Fire-Safe Cigarettes 

Cigarettes are the leading cause of fatal home 
fires in the United States. 

• Annually, between 900 and 1,000 people 
in the United States die from fires 
started by cigarettes and an additional 
2,500 to 3,000 are injured. 

• More than 100 victims who die every y
are children and nonsmokers.  

ear 

• The cost of human life and property 
damage exceeds $6 billion every year. 

• In 1997, there were more than 130,000 
cigarette related fires. 

 
What is a Fire-Safe Cigarette? 

A fire-safe cigarette has significantly less propensity to ignite furniture or 
mattresses when carelessly discarded.  Small design changes including use of less 
dense tobacco, less porous paper, a smaller diameter, filter tip, and no added 
citrates to the paper are key components of a fire-safe cigarette. Although the 
technology to produce fire-safe cigarettes has been available for more than a 
decade, the tobacco industry refuses to manufacture and distribute them. 
 



History of the Fire-Safe Cigarette 

1929 First congressional research in fire-safe cigarettes is conducted by the 
National Bureau of Standards. 

1974 Legislation mandating fire-safe cigarettes introduced in US Senate.  Passes 
Senate and fails in House of Representatives. 

1984 Federal Cigarette Safety Act of 1984 (Congressman Joseph Moakley, D-MA) 
mandated formation of a Technical Study Group to determine if it is 
technically and economically feasible to make a fire-safe cigarette. 

1987 Technical Study Group reports to the US Congress that is technically and 
economically feasible to produce cigarettes that are more fire safe. 

1990 Federal Fire Safe Cigarette Act of 1990 (Joseph Moakley, D-MA) mandated 
the development of a fire-safe test method for cigarettes. 

1993 Technical Advisory Group reported to Congress that a fire safety test 
method had been developed in order to promulgate a fire safety standard 
for cigarettes. 1999 H.R. 1130, the Fire Safe Cigarette Act of 1999 (Joseph 
Moakley, D-MA) was introduced.  This bill will require the establishment of a 
cigarette safety standard and direct the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission to implement this standard within 18 months of the date of 
enactment.  After 18 months, only fire-safe cigarettes can be sold or 
manufactured in the United States. 

2000 New York State passes the first state law requiring fire-safe cigarettes. 
2002 ABA supported legislation introduced in both the Senate and the House. 
2004 ABA supported legislation (Cigarette Fire Safety Act of 2004) introduced in 

the House and Senate. 2004 Legislation requiring the sale of fire-safe 
cigarettes takes effect in New York. 

2005 ABA supported legislation (Cigarette Fire Safety Act of 2005) introduced in 
the Senate. 

 

Basic Emergency 
Information at  
Your Finger Tips 
  See page 4 

      You can help! 
      Many lives have been lost and people seriously injured --- injuries  
     and deaths that could have been prevented by availability of fire- 
     safe cigarettes.  The Fire Safe Cigarette Coalition encourages 

  you to contact your representative and urge him or her to support  
  fire-safe cigarette legislation. The name and address of your  
  Congressional Representative can be found by calling  
  (202) 224-3121 or at www.house.gov or www.senate.gov. 
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http://www.senate.gov/


ABA Position Statement Regarding Fire-Safe Cigarettes 

Cigarettes are the most common ignition source for fatal residential fires, 
accounting for approximately 29% of the national fire deaths.  Every year, fires 
started by cigarettes are responsible for more than $6 billion in societal costs and 
direct property damage, about 2500 injuries and over1000 deaths. More than a 
hundred fatal victims are innocent bystanders - children and nonsmokers. 
 
Cigarettes are designed to continue to burn when left unattended. The typical 
scenario is the delayed ignition of a sofa, chair or mattress from a lit cigarette 
that is forgotten or dropped by a smoker whose alertness may be impaired by 
alcohol or medication.  Cigarettes vary in their potential to start fires, depending 
on cigarette design and content.  The thermal fire safety is defined as a cigarette 
with reduced propensity for starting a fire when dropped or left unattended.  The 
technology needed to produce fire safe cigarettes has been 
available for over a decade. 

Basic Emergency 
Information at  
Your Finger Tips 
  See page 4 

 
The American Burn Association has been a strong advocate  
for the development of fire-safe cigarettes for more than 15 
years, supporting past legislation on the issue and participating 
in two US Government studies that successfully demonstrated 
the technical and economic feasibility of commercial production 
of fire safe cigarettes. 
 
The American Burn Association strongly and actively supports local, state and 
federal legislation mandating development and production of fire safe cigarettes.  
The American Burn Association supports the efforts of the Fire Safe Cigarette 
Coalition and the passage S. 389 in the Senate. 
 
NY Fire Consultants Services: 

Fire and Life Safety Consulting 
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Fire and Life Safety Inspections 
Fire Safety Plans for Residential 
Buildings (LL 10 of 1999) 
Fire Safety & Evacuation Plans 
Commercial (Class E) Buildings 

 
Interior Fire Alarms Consultants 

 

Emergency Procedures Manuals
 
Fire & Evacuation Preparedness Training 
 
Violations Correction & Removal 

Environmental Control Board 
Fire & Building Department 
Housing Preservation & Development 

NY Fire Consultants, Inc.   165 McBaine Ave., Staten Island , NY 10309   718-432-1600 



 

Personal Life Safety 
Guide Book 

Fireproof Residential Apartment Buildings 
The Personal Life Safety Guide Book offers a quick reference for fire and life safety 
emergencies.  A must for residential building staff. 
 
Bomb Threat 
Carbon Monoxide 
Chemical Spills 
Extreme Heat 
Fire 
First Aid 
Gas Leaks 
Heart Attack 

Person Trapped in Elevator 
Poisoning 
Power Outage 
Robbery or Mugging 
Shelter in Place 
Suspected Terrorist 
Suspicious Packages 
Threatening Behavior 

 
Write emergency telephone numbers on the back.  The Personal Life Safety Guide Book 
comes with in travel pouch that fits in your shirt pocket. 

• Overall size 3.5 “ x 5.5" 
Prices: 
1-24  25-49  50 +
$9.95  $8.95  $7.25 

• Coated card stock 

• Put emergency telephone numbers on back 

• Comes with vinyl pouch 
 

Basic Emergency 
Information at Your 

Finger Tips 
 

Phone (718) 432-1600 
Fax (718) 967-8195 

Email: info@NYFireSafe.com 

 

 4



 5

         NNYY  FFiirree  CCoonnssuullttaannttss   C
  

C
FFiirree  SSaaffeettyy  TThhrroouugghh  EEdduuccaattiioonn F

  

Personal Life Safety Guide Book Personal Life Safety Guide Book 
Fireproof Residential Apartment Buildings Fireproof Residential Apartment Buildings 

  
Order Form        Date: ______________ Order Form        Date: ______________ 
  
Management Company: _____________________________________________ Management Company: _____________________________________________ 
  
Building Address: ______________________________ # of books: ________ Building Address: ______________________________ # of books: ________ 
  
Building Address: ______________________________ # of books: ________ Building Address: ______________________________ # of books: ________ 
  
Building Address: ______________________________ # of books: ________ Building Address: ______________________________ # of books: ________ 
  
Building Address: ______________________________ # of books: ________ Building Address: ______________________________ # of books: ________ 
  
Building Address: ______________________________ # of books: ________ Building Address: ______________________________ # of books: ________ 
  
Contact Person: ______________________ Telephone: _______________ Contact Person: ______________________ Telephone: _______________ 
  
The Guide Books are made for fireproof residential buildings only.  All Guide Books 
will be personalized with the building address labeled on the front. Guide books for 
non-fireproof buildings will be available soon.  

The Guide Books are made for fireproof residential buildings only.  All Guide Books 
will be personalized with the building address labeled on the front. Guide books for 
non-fireproof buildings will be available soon.  

  
  

Phone, Fax or Email orders

oonnssuullttaannttss  
Fiirree  SSaaffeettyy  TThhrroouugghh  EEdduuccaattiioonn 

Prices: 
Phone, Fax or Email orders 1-24  25-49  50 +

$9.95 ea. $8.95 ea. $7.25 ea. 
 
Plus sales tax 

 
 

Phone: (718) 432-1600 
 
Shipping & Handling: 
1st book $1.00 each additional book $0.50 

Fax: (718) 967-8195 

Email: info@NYFireSafe.com 


